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of rainfall in excess of twenty inches, await further development. Two hundred 
million acres are suitable for wheat, and yet to-day only 8,000,000 acres are in 
wheat. Similar conditions exist in dairying, fruit, etc. Beyond this zone of 
precipitation sufficient for agriculture are almost boundless possibilities with 
the aid of irrigation. As for markets, the author says that Australian farmers 
are assured of an entry to the Old World's markets, and that the Far East also 
appears to promise an enormous outlet. 

As a guide to this land of opportunity the book is excellent. Among the 
topics are transportation rates from England to Australia; lands available for 
settlement and directions for securing them; advice to immigrants with money 
and to those without capital; irrigation; wheat, dairy, fruit farming, grazing; 
and labor-saving machinery. An account is also given of the Northern Terri- 
tory (about 500,000 square miles), now being opened up. Papua is treated 
briefly. The book is carefully written. There are numerous photographs and 
a map of Australia's railroad systems. Wilbur Greeley Burroughs. 

The Sheep and Wool Industry of Australasia. A practical handbook 
for sheep farmers and wool-elassers. By Henry B. Smith, xvi and 187 
pp. Ills. Whitcombe & Tombs, London, 1914. 8s. 6d. 9 x 5%. 
A technical trade manual. In clear and plain language, the writer recounts 
the sheep history of Australasia, and describes the various breeds which thrive 
best there. Sheep selection, the breeding of fat lambs, shearing, the qualities 
and tests of wool, wool-moisture, wool-sorting, the manufacture of woolens and 
worsteds, the various textile fibres, including rabbit-fur, camel's hair, horse- 
hair, cow-hair, llama-wool and silk; wool-classing, the pressing of wool, the 
fastening and branding of bales, wool-scouring, wool-buying and selling, the 
removal of wool from sheep skins, and the preparing of sheep-skins for the 
market. Then follow chapters on the method of preparing for the market tBe 
other skins, obtainable by farmers, and on killing, skinning, and dressing a 
sheep. A glossary of terms and their meaning, as used in the sheep industry, is 
appended. Handsome half-tones of the best breeds of Autralasian sheep are 
interspersed. David H. Buel. 

The Volcanoes of Kilauea and Mauna Loa, By William T. Brigham. 

222 pp. Map, ills. Mem. Bernice Pauahi Bishop Mus., "Vol. 2, No. 4. 

Honolulu, H. I., 1909. 12% x 9%. 

The sub-title — "their variously recorded history to the present time" — ac- 
curately describes the work. It is a profusely illustrated compendium of nar- 
ratives of visits by many observers. There is no attempt at analysis of the 
facts observed, but much material is here for their study. Only works in English 
are quoted from, which must subtract a good deal from the completeness of the 
record. The reviewer is not familiar with the literature of the Hawaiian islands, 
but he is quite confident that not a few well-trained German observers have 
visited them and recorded observations of value, to say nothing of Frenchmen 
and others. The author's part (he has made a number of visits to the moun- 
tains at long intervals) is gossipy and personal rather than scientific. The pic- 
tures and plans give a pretty complete idea of the facts, as well as of the 
climate and circumstances attendant upon climbing the mountains. There is a 
very striking colored frontispiece by Mr. Charles Furneaux of the lake of 
Halemaumau by night. Many of the photographs are admirable. 

Mark Jefferson. 

EUROPE 

British Rainfall, 1913. Compiled under the direction of H. B. Mill. By 
R. C. Mossman and C. Salter. Fifty-third annual volume. 92 and 384 pp. 
E. Stanford, Ltd., London, 1914. Price 10s. 
For over half a century British Bainfall has been one of the important 
meteorological publications of each year. It presents the essential facts con- 
cerning the precipitation of the British Isles clearly, concisely, and always with 
interesting discussions of certain especially noteworthy phenomena. The fifty- 
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third volume contains, as special contributions, an appreciative biographical 
memoir of the late Sir John Murray, who represented Scotland on the Board of 
Trustees of the British Eainfall Organization; an account of the dry summer 
of 1913, in which the deficiency of rainfall over the United Kingdom as a whole 
was 60%; and a discussion of the frequency of heavy rains of short periods, 
1868-1913. 

We note, with pleasure, that Dr. Mill has been so far restored in health by 
his six months' trip around the world that he was able to contribute the ap- 
preciation of his old master, the late Sir John Murray, and other obituary 
notices, to this volume. We greatly regret that the Eainfall Organization, 
which is dependent upon voluntary contributions, is not self-supporting, and 
that the director himself has to make up considerable deficiencies. An appli- 
cation for government aid has become necessary, and this surely deserves early 
and favorable action. E. DeC. Ward. 

The Charm of Ireland. By Burton E. Stevenson. 576 pp. Ills., index. 
Dodd, Mead & Co., New York, 1914. $2. 8% x 6. 

A book like this, giving one's impressions received during a tour through 
Ireland, invites inevitable comparison with Kate Douglas Wiggins' "Penelope 
in Ireland." It is no disparagement of the work to say that, although inter- 
esting and entertaining, it does not equal "Penelope" in literary charm. 
Charm is an elusive quality, easily felt, but hard to define and describe. That 
the writer and "Betty," his wife, found Ireland charming, and were charmed 
by it, is evident; but in just what that charm of Ireland consists is not made 
clear. There are numerous conversations with the natives recorded, which give 
the book the characteristic Irish flavor. The well-known historical events con- 
nected with the various localities visited are rehearsed in some detail. All 
defense of Cromwell's massacre at Drogheda is abandoned. Some space is 
given to explain the north of Ireland opposition to Home Eule, and it is asserted 
that fear of loss to the pocketbook, and not of the loss of Protestant faith, is 
at the back of the movement. The legendary lore of saint and fairy is related 
with sympathy, prominent among which is the account of the Blarney stone. 
The writer found many pretty views for his camera. David H. Buel. 

Genova Preromana, Romana e Medioevale. Di Gaetano Poggi. xxiv 
and 306 pp. Ills. G. Eicci, Genoa, 1914. L. 10. 9% x 6%. 

This volume fits well with other recent studies of the history of Genoa — 
Donaver on the republican period and Orlando Grosso on San Giorgio and 
the golden legend. They form a series exhibiting the civic pride of the Geno- 
vese. Poggi takes for his theme the earliest stages of the city as a more or less 
formally organized site of human abode. He does not discuss the really prehis- 
toric period. His first datum is the Etruscan culture, a period for which no 
considerable mass of data is available. In the advance of the Eoman tribe 
toward the conquest of the peninsula the author arrives at surer ground with 
each succeeding century. In the late republican and early imperial period he 
is able to present a graphic picture of the development of a great commercial 
community in whose settlement both military necessity and mercantile oppor- 
tunity utilized the possession of a port. The port is the key of the Genovese 
community, the place where the shallops of the sea raiders might draw up on 
shore, and Poggi wisely makes the port the center of his story. The port grew, 
in time, from a sheltered beach under the lee of a point to a market place for 
the greater vessels which went on distant cruises. It was improved by art as 
need became greater; it has proved equal to the shelter of the great oceanic 
liners of the present. In all this story of the growth of the city the story of 
the port is central, though not exclusive. The author has made very clear how 
the town grew up about the harbor with provision for warehouses and for the 
accommodation of widely roving traders. Pew cities of the Middle Ages have 
been more intelligently studied, few, indeed, more sympathetically described. 

William Churchill. 



